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6. Short News

1. BRICS-MENA Meeting on West Asia

India chaired the BRICS-MENA (Middle East and North Africa) meeting in New Delhi (April 2026) to
address the escalating U.S.-Israel-Iran conflict.

Geopolitical Voice: The grouping expressed "deep concern” over the war, positioning BRICS as a major
diplomatic mediator in the Middle East.

Expansion Impact: This is one of the first major meetings since Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and
the UAE became full members, significantly increasing BRICS' influence in energy-rich regions.
Humanitarian Focus: The envoys emphasized the role of UNRWA and called for immediate
humanitarian aid in the Gaza crisis.

Three Pillars: The meeting reinforced BRICS' commitment to its three-pillar framework: political/security,
economic/financial, and cultural exchange.

Zero Tolerance: Members reaffirmed a collective stance against terrorism while advocating for political
stability in Syria, Yemen, and Sudan.

2. SAARC Currency Swap Framework (Maldives)

India approved a 230 billion (3,000 crore) withdrawal for the Maldives to stabilize its economy.
Financial Safety Net: The framework allows SAARC nations to exchange their local currency for USD, Euro,
or INR to meet short-term foreign exchange crises.

Neighbourhood First: This move strengthens India’s "Neighbourhood First" policy, providing an
alternative to high-interest external debt for smaller neighbours.

Regional Integration: It promotes economic interdependence among the eight SAARC member states
(established in 1985).

Bilateral Strength: Specifically for the Maldives, this reinforcement helps maintain the value of the
Maldivian Rufiyaa against global volatility.

Stability Mechanism: Since its inception in 2012, this framework has acted as a recognized "Globall
Financial Safety Net” for South Asia.

3. RBI Cancellation of Paytm Payments Bank License

The RBI effectively shut down Paytm Payments Bank operations due to persistent non-compliance and
supervisory concerns.

Regulatory Hardline: The move highlights the RBI's strict "zero tolerance” for violations regarding KYC
(Know Your Customer) and anti-money laundering norms.

Payments Bank Limits: These specialized banks (licensed under 2014 guidelines) are restricted from
issuing credit cards or loans and can only accept deposits up to 2 lakh.

Customer Protection: The RBI's action aims to protect the broader financial ecosystem from potential
systemic risks associated with unregulated digital growth.

Operational Bar: The cancellation bars the entity from accepting new deposits, credit transactions, or
top-ups in any customer accounts.

Banking Standards: It serves as a warning to other FinTech players to prioritize regulatory compliance
over rapid scaling.

4. Project DANTAK (India-Bhutan)

The project celebrated its 65th Raising Day in April 2026, marking over six decades of Indian engineering
in Bhutan.

Historical Foundation: Established in 1961 by the 3rd King of Bhutan and PM Jawaharlal Nehru to
modernize Bhutan’s connectivity.

Infrastructure Impact: It has constructed over 1,500 km of roads, including the critical East-West
Highway and the Phuentsholing—Thimphu highway.
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Beyond Roads: The project, led by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO), has built hospitals, schools, and
even the Paro Airport.

Disaster Response: DANTAK plays a critical role in mountain safety, quickly restoring connectivity after
frequent Himalayan landslides.

Strategic Trust: It remains one of India’s most successful "Soft Power” initiatives, symbolizing the deep-
rooted friendship between the two nations.

5. Flying Training Organization (FTO) Ranking

The Ministry of Civil Aviation released the second phase of DGCA-approved FTO rankings in April 2026.
Quality Benchmarking: The system categorizes flight schools (A, B, and C) to improve safety and
training accountability.

Transparency for Youth: It helps aspiring pilots and their families choose credible institutes based on
objective performance data.

Capacity Building: Training flying hours in India have increased significantly (from 32% to 50%), reducing
the need for students to go abroad for CPL training.

Efficiency Goals: The framework aims to reduce the time taken for cadets to complete Commercial Pilot
License (CPL) requirements.

Global Hub Ambition: These rankings are part of India's larger goal to become a global hub for aviation
and pilot training by 2030.

6. Technology Development and Investment Promotion (TDIP)

The government released revised guidelines (2026-31) to boost India’s telecom presence globally.
5G/6G Leadership: The scheme aims to make India a contributor to global telecom standards rather
than just a consumer of foreign technology.

Financial Backing: A dedicated outlay of 2203 crore has been allocated for the next five years.
Standardization Participation: It supports Indian entities to participate in global bodies like the ITU
(International Telecommunication Union).

Support for MSMEs: The scope has been expanded to include startups and academia to foster a
collaborative R&D ecosystem.

Self-Reliance (Atmanirbhar): It focuses on developing indigenous telecom hardware and software to
secure India's communication infrastructure.

7.China’s Atlas Drone Swarm System

The PLA (People's Liberation Army) unveiled its Al-driven "Atlas” system capable of launching 96 drones
simultaneously.

Intelligentsia Warfare: This represents a shift to Al-driven, network-centric warfare where drones adapt
to targets in real-time.

Rapid Deployment: The truck-mounted system can launch a full swarm in under 300 seconds, making it
highly mobile and difficult to target.

Swarm Intelligence: Drones operate autonomously with minimal human input, allowing one operator to
control nearly 100 units.

Tactical Versatility: The system supports reconnaissance, electronic warfare, and precision strikes
simultaneously to overwhelm air defense.

Regional Implication: It has significant strategic consequences for border regions like the LAC (Line of
Actual Control) and the Taiwan Strait.

8. Piprahwa Relics Exposition (Buddha Relics)

For the first time, sacred relics of Gautama Buddha are being exhibited in Ladakh in May 2026.
"Peace Beyond Borders™ The theme of the exposition focuses on using Buddhist heritage to promote
global peace and compassion.

Historical Discovery: The Piprahwa relics were discovered in 1898 and are believed to be from the
ancient Shakya republic (Kapilavastu).
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Original Stupas: These bone fragments are considered part of the original eight stupas that enshrined
Buddha's remains after cremation.

Spiritual Title: The term "Tathagata” refers to the Buddha's enlightenment and liberation from the cycle
of birth and death.

Cultural Diplomacy: Moving the relics from the National Museum to Ladakh highlights India’s rich
Buddhist heritage and strengthens ties with Southeast Asian nations.

9. Soul Threads (CCIC Heritage Collection)

The Central Cottage Industries Corporation (CCIC) launched this designer collection to revive India’'s
textile heritage.

PSU Initiative: CCIC (under the Ministry of Textiles) is using this to modernize the retail marketing of
authentic handlooms.

Artisan Platform: It provides a direct market for traditional weavers and craftsmen to showcase their
work to contemporary buyers.

Heritage Preservation: The focus is on conserving rare textile traditions that are at risk of being lost to
industrial mass production.

Revival Push: This marks a major initiative to reposition Indian handicrafts as "premium designer”
products.

Economic Impact: By enhancing the visibility of handlooms, it seeks to increase the income of rural
artisans and weavers.

10. India’s ‘Category A’ Doping Classification

The Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) classified India as a ‘Category A’ country, indicating the highest risk for
doping.

Systemic Failure: India has a high number of Anti-Doping Rule Violations (ADRVs), suggesting that
current reforms are insufficient.

High-Risk Status: Category A forces India into a stricter testing framework with mandatory minimum
testing for all national athletes.

Junior Vulnerability: Doping is increasingly seen at the junior level due to high performance pressure
and weak monitoring.

Credibility Crisis: Indian athletes are now viewed with suspicion internationally, which led to some
athletes being denied entry into events like those in France in 2024.

NADA Issues: The National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) faces criticism for manpower deficits, outdated
systems, and lack of quality testing.



